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Part 111 DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been examined, Claims 1-16 are pending 

in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
'paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if 
the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in 
the English language. 
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2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Nihei (U.S. Patent Number 6,891,634, cited in the 
Office action dated 2/24/06) . 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date 
of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by 
another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claim 1, Nihei discloses an image transmitting 
device (see Figs. 1-5) comprising combining process means for 
generating a composite image by joining a plurality of 
•original images (column 8, lines 31-59), storing means for 
storing the composite image generated by the combining process 
means and the original images that the composite image 
comprises together with corresponding combining data required 
for generating the composite image (column 8, lines 31-59), and 
selection process means for executing a selection process that 
outputs one or more of the composite image, original images, or 
combining data as output data based on an output destination 
device specified as the destination for image transmission (see 
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Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 11-49, and column 8, lines 31-59). 

Regarding claim 2, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
device discussed above in claim 1, and further teaches of an 
output data selection table that associates identification data 
for a plurality of destination devices with various output or 
non-output data of the composite image, original images, and 
combining data (see Figs. 6 and 18, column 4, lines 39-44, and 
column 7, lines 21-61), and the selection process means executes 
the selection process on output data based on settings in the 
output data selection table (see Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 11- 
49, and column 8, lines 31-59). 

Regarding claim 3, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
device discussed above in claim 1, and further teaches that the 
selection process means executes a selection process on 
output data predetermined based on attributes of the output 
destination device (see Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 11-49, and 
column 7, line 21-column 8, line 59). 

Regarding claim 4, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
device discussed above in claim 1, and further teaches that the 
selection process means executes a selection process on 
output data based on user specifications (see Figs. 6-21, column 
5, lines 11-49, and column 7, line 21-column 8, line 59). 
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Regarding claim 5, Nihei discloses an image transmitting 
method comprising a composite process step for generating a 
composite image by joining a plurality of original images 
(column 8, lines 31-59), a storing step for storing the 
composite image generated by the combining process means and the 
original images that the composite image comprises together 
with corresponding composite data 31-59) , and a selection 
process step for executing a selection process that outputs one 
or more of the composite image, original images, or combining 
data as output data based on an output destination device 
specified as the destination for image transmission (see Figs. 
6-21, column 5, lines 11-49, and column 8, lines 31-59). 

Regarding claim 6, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 5, and further teaches that the 
selection process in the selection process step is executed on 
output data based on settings in an output data selection table 
that associates identification data for a plurality of 
destination devices with various output or non-output data of 
the composite image, original images, and combining data (see 
Figs. 6-21, column 4, line 39-column 5, line 44, and column 7, 
line 21-colunm 8, line 59). 
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Regarding claim 7, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 5, and further teaches that the 
selection process in the selection process step is executed on 
output data predetermined based on attributes of the output 
destination device (see Figs. 6-21, column 5, lines 11-49, and 
column 7, line 21-column 8, line 59). 

Regarding claim 8, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 5, and further teaches that the 
selection process in the selection process step is executed on 
output data based on user specifications (see Figs. 6-21, column 
5, lines 11-49, and column 7, line 21-column 8, line 59). 

Regarding claim 9, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 1, and further wherein teaches 
the selection process means selects as a destination device 
among at least two of a printer, a database, and an output 
display (see figs. 1 and 5). 

Regarding claim 10, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 9, and further wherein the 
selection is automatic (inherently reads on figs. 1-4, which 
allow the selection which is automatically perform once the 
selection is done) . 

Regarding claim 11, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 5, and further teaches the 
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original images comprise selective partial images on an entire 
image (reads on the selection means as depicted by fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 1, and further teaches the 
storing means stores the composite image, the original images, 
and the combining data in a common medium (see figs 1 and 5). 

Regarding claims 13-14, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 1, and further teaches the 
combining data includes parameters required for generating the 
composite image or resolution (reads on fig'. 9, which depicts 
the picture size or resolution) . 

Regarding claim 15, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 1, and further teaches 
the selection process means selects the output data for the 
specified output destination device using an output data 
selection table (reads on fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 16, Nihei discloses the image transmitting 
method discussed above in claim 1, and further teaches wherein 
the original images are obtained from modalities (see figs 1-9) . 
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Conclusion 

3. In response to applicant's arguments regarding the 
rejection of independent claim 1, which was cited in the Office 
action dated 8/16/06 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nihei (U.S. Patent Number 6,891,634), whereby applicant 
argues on page 5 that Nihei fails to teach if the DRAM stores 
combining data required for generating the composite image. 
Currently, claim 1 requires "storing means for storing the 
composite image generated by the combining process means and the 
original images that the composite image comprises together 

with corresponding combining data required for generating the 
composite image" . 

Continuing, as read in column 8, lines 32-41, Nihei states 
that "If the working DRAM 14 is empty ("YES" at 
step 101), designated template image data is read in from the 
input medium and stored temporarily in the frame memory 6 (step 
102) . Designated print image data is read in and this is 
stored temporarily in the frame memory 6 (step 103). The . image 
represented by the print image data is combined with the image 
represented by the template image data to generate composite 
image data. The generated composite image data is stored in the 
working DRAM 15 (step 104)." 
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Thus, Nihei teaches of storing means (interpreted as the DRAM 15' 
and the frame memory 6) for storing the composite image 
generated by the combining process means (interpreted as the 

generated composite image data) and the original images that 
the composite image comprises (interpreted as the designated 
print image data ) together with corresponding combining data 
required for generating the composite image (whereby the 
combining data is interpreted as the template image data) . 
Examiner also indicates that clearly the template can be 
incorporated into the system of Nihei, by using any input means 
as shown in fig. 1, making the template an original image. 

Continuing, in response to applicant's arguments, which argue 
that Nihei fails to further teach of selection means for 
selecting one or more of the composite image, original images, 
or combining data based on a specified output destination 
device. The examiner notes that claim 1 additionally requires 
"selection process means for executing a selection process that 
outputs one or more of the composite image, original images, or 
combining data as output data based on an output destination 
device specified as the destination for image transmission", 
with emphasis added. Thus, only one of a composite image. needs 
to be output as output data based on an output destination 
device specified as the destination for image transmission. In 
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column 5, lines 15-45, and column 8, lines 31-59, Nihei states 
that composite images can be selected to be printed out. 
Therefore, Nehei can be interpreted as teaching of having means 
for executing a selection process that outputs one or more of 
the composite image, original images, or combining data as 
output data based on an output destination device specified as 
the destination for irnage transmission. 

5. The prior, art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Materia (20040070778A1 ) teaches an image processing- 
apparatus having a synthesizing image selection subsection. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Gabriel 
I. Garcia whose telephone number is (571) 272-7434. The Examiner 
can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM-6:00 PM. 
The fax phone number for this group is 571-273-8300. 



CENTRALIZED DELIVERY POLICY: For patent related 
correspondence, hand carry deliveries must be made to 
the Customer Service Window (now located at the 
Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 
22314), and facsimile transmissions must be sent to 
the Central FAX number, unless an exception applies. 
For example, if the examiner has rejected claims in a 
regular U.S. patent application, and the reply to the 
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examiner's Office action is desired to be transmitted 
by facsimile rather than mailed, the reply must be 
sent to the Central FAX Number. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding- the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



Gabriel I . Garcia 
Primary Examiner 
March 4, 2007 
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